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POULTRY 


Slaughtered under Federal In_pection and Poultry 
Used in Canning and Other Processed Foods 
October 1968 


December 4, 1968 


Inspected Poultry - A total of 1, 221,194,000 pounds live weight (chickens, turkeys, 
and ducks) was inspected for slaughter during October 1968 under the Poultry In- 
spection Act carried on by the U.S.D.A. This was 18 percent more than the pre- 
vious month and 4 percent more than October 1967. 


The number of head and pounds (live weight) inspected by classes in October 1968 
were young chickens, 218,958, 000 head, 798,972,000 pounds; mature chickens, 
14, 349,000 head, 66, 911,000 pounds; fryer-roaster turkeys, 1,090,000 head, 
9,973, 000 pounds; young turkeys, 16,328, 000 head, 338, 218, 000 pounds; old turkeys, 
19,000 head, 303,000 pounds; and ducks, 1,032, 000 head, 6, 817, 000 pounds. 


Certified Poultry - The quantity of poultry certified as wholesome in October totaled 
898, 088, 000 pounds ready-to-cook weight of which 586,948,000 pounds were chilled 
and 311,140,000 pounds were frozen, Total pounds certified by class of poultry 
were as follows: young chickens, 572,048,000 pounds; mature chickens, 43, 412, 000 
pounds; fryer-roaster turkeys, 7,687,000 pounds; young turkeys, 269,283, 000 
pounds; old turkeys, 294,000 pound: ducks, 4, 888,000 pounds; and other poultry, 
476,000 pounds, 


Processed Poultry - Poultry inspected and used for canning and other processed 
food in October totaled 109, 830,000 pounds ready-to-cook weight, compared with 
87,981,000 pounds in October 1967. The quantity used in October 1968 
consisted of 22,558,000 pounds of young chickens, 35,476,000 pounds of mature 
chickens, 44,602, 000 pounds of turkeys, and 7,194,000 pounds of other poultry. 


Cut-up Poultry - Poultry cut-up and packaged in Federally inspected plants during 
October 1968 totaled 145,507,000 pounds ready-to-cook weight compared with 

170, 464, 000 pounds in October 1967. The breakdown by classes consisted of 

130, 805,000 pounds of young chickens, 481,000 pounds of mature chickens, 
14,122,000 pounds of turkeys, and 99,000 pounds of other poultry. 


Ante-mortem condemnations amounted to 2, 828, 000 pounds live weight for all 
classes, Condemnations by classes were equivalent to the following percentages 
of quantities inspected: young chickens, 0.23 percent; mature chickens, 0,53 per- 
cent; fryer-roaster turkeys, 0.31 percent; young turkeys, 0.17 percent; old tur- 
keys, 0.08 percent; and ducks, 0.02 percent. 


Post-mortem condemnations in October amounted to 33,615,000 pounds (NYD 
weight), Condemnations by classes were equivalent to the following percentages of 
quantities inspected: young chickens, 3,27 percent; mature chickens, 5.16 percent; 
fryer-roaster turkeys, 2,04 percent; young turkeys, 2.21 percent; old turkeys, 
3.09 percent; and ducks, 1.46 percent. 
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OFFICIAL BUSINESS 


Definitions 


Young chickens - Commercially grown broilers-fryers and other young immature 
birds such as roasters and capons. 


Mature chickens - Fowl from breeder and market egg flocks and stags and cocks. 
Fryer-roaster turkeys - Young immature birds, usually under 16 weeks of age. 


Young turkeys (mature) - Young birds grown to a matured. market age, usually 
5 to 7 months. 


Old turkeys (breeders) - Fully matured birds held for egg production, 
usually over 15 months of age. 


Ducks - Includes all ducks regardless of age and weight. 


Other poultry - Includes all other ready-to-cook products which bear the 
U.S.D.A. Inspected for Wholesomeness legend. 


He 
The data presented in this report were compiled from reports collected 
by the Inspection Branch of the Poultry Division, Consumer and Marketing 
Service. 
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